INFORMED CONSENT TO PARTICIPATE IN RESEARCH

Warren Wilson College

Swannanoa, North Carolina

1.
TITLE OF RESEARCH STUDY

Bronies –  Brave, Tolerant, and True to Themselves: Interpretations of Masculinity by Male Fans of My Little Pony Friendship is Magic
· PROJECT DIRECTOR/INVESTIGATOR

Name: Leah Palmer                               Faculty Supervisor: Siti Kusujiarti and Ben Feinberg


Telephone Number: 858-740-4285       Telephone Number: 828-771-3703 or 828-771-3709

· THE PURPOSE OF THE RESEARCH

The purpose of this study is to explore the fan community of My Little Pony and perceptions of masculinity held by the male fans of the TV show. 

· PROCEDURES FOR THIS RESEARCH

I have been briefed about the research, and am aware of my ability to discontinue my participation in this research at any time, without consequence. I have been informed that the researcher can provide confidentiality if I request it, but that there is no risk if I choose to use my real name or real username.  I understand that the answers will be saved on password-protected computer. I am also aware that I can end my participation up until May 1st, 2013. I am aware that part of the interview analysis may be included in a senior research paper, and in a Warren Wilson Capstone presentation, but the presentation and paper may not include any personal identifiers.

· POTENTIAL RISKS OR DISCOMFORTS

There are no significant risks to participating in this study. I understand that if I do not want something I have said to be included in the project, I will inform the researcher of those wishes. I understand that the researcher will comply with such wishes. I further understand that all other communication with the researcher relating to the project is available for use in the project.  All transcribed interviews will be kept on a password-locked computer and no hard copies will be made.  

· POTENTIAL BENEFITS TO YOU OR OTHERS

This research could lead to a better understanding of self for both participants and readers regarding perceptions of gender and how such perceptions may disadvantage certain people. By discussing inclusive masculinity theory, the researcher hopes to raise a greater awareness of gender and gender discrimination on the part of participants and readers, and a willingness and capability to combat such discrimination in their own lives.

· GENERAL CONDITIONS

I understand that I will not receive compensation for my participation in this study.

I understand that I will not be charged additional expenses for my participation in this study.

I understand that I am free to decline to participate or withdraw my consent and discontinue participation in this research project at any time without adverse consequences.

I understand that if I ask for something to remain confidential, it will be confidential except as may be required by federal, state, or local law.

I am 18 years of age or older

· SIGNATURES

I have fully explained to the participants the nature and purpose of the above-described procedure and the benefits and risks that are involved in participating in this study.  I have answered and will answer all questions to the best of my ability.  I may be contacted at 858-740-4285 or lpalmer.s12@warren-wilson.edu.

_________ Leah Palmer _________________


__4/13/13___

Signature of Principal Investigator




Date

I have been fully informed of the above-described procedure and the benefits and risks that are involved in participating in this study.  I have received a copy of this entire document.  I have voluntarily given permission for my participation in this study.

_____________________________________


____________

Signature of Participant





Date

 

 
